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Masters of Arts Screen: x 9 Disciplines





The Master of Arts Screen is a hands-on program based on:

• learning by doing

• cross-disciplinary collaborations

• developing ethical creative practitioners

• analysis and reflection

The program is designed to allow graduates to take control of their career 

and develop pathways to be leaders in their field.

Still from Acts for the Invisible 2021 Capstone Production 



WHAT HAPPENS? WHAT DO YOU DO?

YEAR 1:

• Discipline Specific Theory & 
Practice

• Collaboration Projects

• Screen Studies

• Research & Development

YEAR 2:

• Final Project

• Final Project Reflection

• Professional Practice

• Professional Placement 
opportunity



DISCIPLINES
• CINEMATOGRAPHY

• DIRECTING

• DOCUMENTARY

• EDITING

• SCREEN MUSIC

• PRODUCING

• PRODUCTION DESIGN

• SCREENWRITING

• SOUND DESIGN
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What makes AFTRS different?



CREATIVE PRACTICE
An intricately interwoven program providing intensive learning through:

CORE CONTENT
(discipline skills, screen studies, research principles)

PRACTICAL EXERCISES
(collab exercises and productions)

REFLECTION and INQUIRY
(research skills culminating in exegesis)

These elements are all inter-related and in perpetual conversation with each other.



Establish and expand your industry networks

• Lecturers who are current industry practitioners

• Content that is focused on real worldindustry relevance

• Bespoke placements that bridge the gap between the school and the 

workplace
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CONNECTIONS

Screen Studies is a core subject in the MAS and is 
designed to facilitate connections between 
knowledge and practice across screen disciplines.

Screen Studies in the MAS

CONTEXTS

Screen Studies champions the importance of 
creative, conceptual, and cultural contexts to 
position practice within relevant domains.

ENRICHMENT

Screen Studies aims to advance understanding of 
screen principles, practice and culture to enrich 
development of creative practice.

EXCELLENCE

Screen Studies exposes students to a range of critical 
tools for studying screen media at a higher level with 
the aim to achieve excellent in screen practice.
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ALUMNI SUCCESS



WHO IS IT FOR?



WHAT ARE WE LOOKING 
FOR?

• A distinct creative perspective

• Demonstrated experience or skills relevant to discipline

• A proven capacity for leadership and collaboration

• A willingness and capacity to engage in critical thinking, 

reflection and research.



ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS
1. Prerequisites:

Applicants to postgraduate programs are required to hold a 
relevant undergraduate degree at bachelor level, or to have 
completed equivalent work experience and/or training.

2. Application Tasks: 

➢ 2 x discipline specific tasks (please see website for details)

➢ 2 x tasks are common to all disciplines:

• a portfolio of created work

• a 2 minute audio-visual creative statement



?



Schedule







You emerge with the high level creative technical 
and creative skills to:

• enter industry as professional practitioners

• practice as creators and leaders in your chosen field



WHERE DOES IT GET ME?





PURPOSE

• To find and empower Australian talent to shape and share their stories with the 
world by delivering future-focused, industry-relevant education, research and 
training.

VISION

• To be the reference point for global innovation in screen, sound, and storytelling.

AFTRS PURPOSE AND VISION



MAS COURSE AIMS
• Acquire the advanced craft skills and deep knowledge to practice their 

specialisation as a professional and creative leader

• Critically evaluate how principles of cinematic storytelling engage 
audiences through individual practice and cultural, industrial and theoretical 
frameworks

• Critically reflect on current and emerging models of professional practice 
and process in the screen industry

• Create work that allows them to explore and refine their voice and develop 
a reflective practice that will contribute to a sustainable career

• Pursue an area of creative inquiry that contributes meaningful knowledge to 
a field of practice

• Apply creative thinking, leadership and problem-solving to all aspects of 
their work



STUDENT JOURNEY



Excerpt from Gorgo 2022 Capstone Production Perfecting the Picture exercise



WHY DO THE MA SCREEN?



SELECTION CRITERIA

WHAT ARE WE LOOKING FOR?

• A distinct creative perspective

• Demonstrated experience or skills relevant to discipline

• A proven capacity for leadership and collaboration

• A willingness and capacity to engage in critical thinking, reflection and 
research.



Learning Approach
AFTRS approach to learning – one that is immersive, and practice based.

Explore and conceive through making



CREATIVITY

“… [central] to our economy and our culture

… [a] pillar in innovation, education and future jobs”

Russel Howcroft, AFTRS Chair







HOW DO I APPLY?
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